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FRENCH, ERIC ALFRED  

 Sergeant  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve  228 Squadron.  Coastal Command 

Age: 27  

Date of Death: 24/05/1943  

Service No: 963143  

Additional information: Son of Alfred and Flora Martha French, of Colchester, Essex. Eric was a gunner on a 

flying boat serving with 208 Squadron. 

228 squadron moved to Alexandria in Egypt, but on the outbreak of war, it returned to Pembroke Dock, from 

where it operated detachments to Invergordon and Sullom Voe. These detachments were able to cover the North 

Sea as far as the Norwegian coast. However, in June 1940 Italy declared war on Britain and No 228 was 

immediately sent back to Alexandria. Up to October 1940, the squadron's maintenance base had remained at 

Pembroke Dock, but that month it was moved to Kalafrana in Malta and then in March 1941 to Alexandria 

itself. During this period it carried out anti-submarine and shipping patrols in the Mediterranean and covered the 

British withdrawal from Greece and Crete. 

A further move came in June when the squadron went to Gambia in West Africa, but by this time it was down to 

just two aircraft and in August, it retuned to Pembroke Dock, but then moved to Stranraer to re-equip. 

Operations re-commenced in March 1942 from Oban with further moves in December to Lough Erne and in 

May 1943 back to Pembroke Dock, where it remained until disbanding on 4 June 1945. The Squadron had 

switched to flying  Sunderland III Flying - Boats  prior ti Eric's death. 

It is not known whether this event described the loss of Eric's plane but it is probable:- "U-441 departed under 

Götz von Hartmann from Brest on 22nd May 1943 and returned to Brest on 25th May 1943 after three days on 

patrol. At 2050 HRS on 24th May 1943 in square BF 49, U-441 came under attack from an aircraft of RAF 228 

Squadron. U-441 was moderately damaged by the attack. The boat defended itself with flak and the aircraft was 

destroyed" reference Deutsches Marine- und U-Boot -Forum 

Eric's death coincided with the winning of the U-boat in the Atlantic. "By the 24th May 1943, U-boat losses 

were so heavy and the attacks so fruitless, Adm Doenitz ordered his captains to leave the North Atlantic 

battlefield. They either returned home or concentrated on the US/Gibraltar routes. It was some time before the 

Allies realised the North Atlantic was almost free of U-boats. The air and sea escorts were winning. - Monthly 

Loss Summary: 40 British, Allied and neutral ships of 204,000 tons in the Atlantic from all causes; 37 German 

and 1 Italian U-boats. In addition to those lost in or around the convoy battles: 3 by RAF in North Atlantic, 6 by 

RAF and RAAF Bay of Biscay patrols, 4 by US forces in the North Atlantic, off Florida and Brazil, 2 by 

collision in the North Atlantic" reference http://www.naval-history.net/WW2RN16-194302.htm 



 

1939-1945 Star; Africa Star: Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

 

Editors note "Charles French was killed in World War 1 on the 02/10/1918 while serving with the Hampshire 

Regiment" 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 150. Memorial: 

RUNNYMEDE MEMORIAL 

The Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede 

commemorates by name over 20,000 airmen who 

were lost in the Second World War during 

operations from bases in the United Kingdom and 

North and Western Europe, and who have no known 

graves. They served in Bomber, Fighter, Coastal, 

Transport, Flying Training and Maintenance 

Commands, and came from all parts of the 

Commonwealth. Some were from countries in 



continental Europe which had been overrun but whose airmen continued to fight in the ranks of the Royal Air 

Force. The memorial was designed by Sir Edward Maufe with sculpture by Vernon Hill. The engraved glass and 

painted ceilings were designed by John Hutton and the poem engraved on the gallery window was written by 

Paul H Scott. No. of Identified Casualties: 20329. His name is recirded on the Memorial at St. Nicholas's 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy. 
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